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Jesus asked His disciples, “C" an a blind person 
guide a blind person?  Will not both fall into a pit?”  
He goes on to say, “No disciple is superior to the 
teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple will 
be like his teacher.”  
  

Jesus is telling His disciples that anyone leading 
another, while relying only on his own “wisdom” is 
doomed to failure, and anyone following that per-
son will suffer the same fate.  True wisdom comes 
from learning from our Teacher, our Lord, Jesus.  
We will never be as great as He is, but we will be 
like Him, leading others by the Gospel of “love and 
salvation” that He has given us.  
  

In our reading from the Book of Sirach, an Old Tes-
tament book of wisdom, we hear that what comes 
out of one’s mouth, reveals what is in their mind.  
Before praising someone for their “wisdom” and 
beginning to follow them, we must listen to what 
they have to say.  It will reveal if their “wisdom” 
comes from Christ and His Gospel.  If not, and we 
follow that person because of what that person says, 
then we become the blind being led by the blind.  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The wisdom that Jesus calls us to follow starts with 
looking contritely at ourselves, before preaching to 
others how to live.  “How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me remove that splinter in 
your eye,’ when you do not even notice the wooden 
beam in your own eye?  You hypocrite!  Remove 
the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will 
see clearly to remove the splinter in your brother's 
eye.”  
  

When we look to God for forgiveness of our faults, 
then others will hear that the words we speak are 
those telling of the love and mercy of Christ.  “No 
disciple is superior to the teacher; but when fully 
trained, every disciple will be like his teacher.”  
This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday.  Let us prepare 
to enter this Lenten Season relying on the love and 
mercy of Christ’s Gospel and sharing that love and 
mercy with everyone.  
  

“Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be 
firm, steadfast, always fully devoted to the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not 
in vain.”  

Chaplain’s Thoughts. . . 

“From the fulness of the heart the mouth speaks.”  
 

by Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

CHAPLAIN THOUGHTS 
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Love N Happiness 

Nearing my end as Grand Knight, “man what a journey”. Working with the 

Brothers has been rewarding and a learning experience.  I learned a lot about 

leadership from a Christian point of view verses a military environment. When-

ever I needed help our council 11422 would help or understanding of a particu-

lar situation I had plenty of assistance, but you had to ask them. I know I sur-

prised some brothers but I understand the love and happiness between knights. 

Even between councils. 

My advices for the next Grand Knights are patience and pick and choose your 

battle.  But once you gather the information act on it and observe the results of 

your decision. You might have to change the parameters and move forward.  I 

would like to thank all the brothers especial the Past Grand Knight.  They al-

lowed me to express my opinion but advised me on alternative ways to solve the 

same situation. Don’t forget you have to test the waters for change.   

Now the PGK all ways ended the discussion with the following statement, “Michael you are the Grand Knight 

you can do what you want”.  

Grand Knight Report 
    Michael E. Younger 

                                                               mrwhy@verizon.net                              301-262-8474 

Another Fletcher Council Historical Milestone 
 

Last month three new candidates became members of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422. 
They advanced together through not only the Admission Degree (First Degree) in 

one evening, but the Second Degree (Formation Degree) as well. 
Spectacular! Fantastic! Superb! Stupendous! WoW!  

 

Achieving this major milestone, and our newest Brother Knights were : Isaiah Scott, Ikenna Agubokwu 
and Stephen Joy. Escorting them through their advancement were Past Grand Knight Alan Davis, 

District Deputy Michael Akpan and SK Knight Vincent Agubokwu. 

L/R PGK Alan Davis, Isaiah Scott, SK Vincent Agubokwu, Ikenna Agubokwu, DD Michael Akpan, Stephen Joy 
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There Are Several Past Grand Knights 
In The Below Photograph 

 

How Many Do You Count? Can You Name Them? 

Encouragement  -  Is It 8, 9, 10 or 11? 

   PAST GRAND KNIGHTS CORNER 
Vernon Hawkins, Jr. 

                                    vhawkinsjr@aol.com                       301-336-0284 
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First and foremost, I want to 
personally thank everyone 
for your prayers, your kind-
ness and, your get well 
wishes.  The surgery to re-
pair a very bad rotator tear 
was completed in February 
and now it’s time to begin 
weeks and months of physi-
cal therapy. Let the fun 
begin! 

Sitting here typing my article (one handed), I have 
many thoughts going through my mind.  As you 
might imagine, as State Deputy, I receive a lot of 
reports and correspondence from our Supreme 
Council.  Among those I receive, are many relating 
to membership, but one in particular stands out 
above the rest.  That report, which tells me how 
each District is doing in membership, reflected that 
Willians Castillo, District Deputy #14 and District 
Warden Winston Brunal are currently the 
“NUMBER 1” District for membership with a 
466.6% increase in members and a 150% increase in 
Insurance.  Congratulations Willians, Winston and, 
the councils of District 14.   

Now, in reviewing other reports, I see that many 
councils are doing exceptionally well and should 
achieve their membership goals and, hopefully, 
qualify for the Star Council Award.  However, as 
we discussed at Leadership last June and again at 
the Mid-Year Meeting, with the introduction of the 
new “Faith in Action” Program, certain require-
ments were implemented/changed by Supreme.  
Now, more than ever, is the time to review and 
compare Supreme’s requirements with your coun-
cil’s activities/programs to ensure that your council 
has/will meet all of required programs or can quick-
ly be adjusted.  I have asked our Editor to include 
Supreme’s Star Council Award requirements further 
in this month’s bulletin.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember also, councils must be “Youth Protec-
tion Compliant!’  State Advocate, Tony Salvemini 
has been continually reaching out to councils, mak-
ing you aware of situations where any non-
compliance exists.  He also reiterated this at the 
State Council “Mid-Term” Meeting and clarified 
that any council not fully compliant, would not be 
eligible to have their program reports judged for the 
State Convention Awards.  No matter what you may 
think or have heard, Archdiocesan/Diocesan Protec-
tion Programs, such as Virtus or Stand, do not cover 
any council run activities.  Those programs apply 
only to parish run activities.  By Federal Law, or-
ganizations or businesses may not share private in-
formation and, therefore, every organization or 
business must conduct their own individual back-
ground checks and youth protection compliance.  
Given the world we live in today, and for your own 
protection, take and maintain your compliance in 
this very important area.  Supreme is taking the 
Youth Protection Program very serious, the State 
Council is also taking this program seriously so, 
councils need to also take it seriously. 

Well, while I’m on my soap box, I want to ask how 
many of you are participating in Supreme’s Webi-
nars?  These one-hour sessions not only cover im-
portant topics, but also give attendees the oppor-
tunity to comment or ask questions.  If you have not 
participated, please give them a try.  Also, Supreme 
offers various training through its training portal.  
Again, another useful and valuable learning tool 
available to everyone. Please use it! 

In closing, please remember to use our State web-
site for additional information and especially, the 
March calendar of events for the many activities 
coming up this month.  Please always remember 
that when you put your “Faith into Action,” you are 
truly “Serving Christ By Serving Others.” 

 

STATE DEPUTY’S REPORT 
Dale W. Trott 
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          District #1 
                        

 

Brother Knights, 

March 1st is International Wheelchair Day. This is a wonderful opportunity 

for councils to help raise funds for those with a mobility impairment and to 

answer the prayers of millions of people worldwide who are currently liv-

ing their lives without a wheelchair. A wheelchair allows children to attend 

school and adults the opportunity to provide for their families.  

The wheelchairs cost $150 each to sponsor, and the funds can be combined 

with other councils in your district to deliver a container of 110 or 280 

wheelchairs. If councils work together as a district to fund a container of 

wheelchairs, all councils involved will receive two credits in the Communi-

ty section of the Columbian Award. In order to receive any credit in the 

Community section of the Columbian Award, council must submit their 

Global Wheelchair Report form #10071 to fraternalmission@kofc.org.  

The most efficient way to raise funds for the Wheelchair Program is to host 

a Wheelchair Sunday fundraiser in your local parish with the permission of 

your local pastor. For more information on how your council can host a 

“Wheelchair Sunday” visit American Wheelchair Mission’s website at www.amwheelchair.org and the Canadian Wheelchair Foundation at 

www.cdnwheelchair.org.  

Donations can be sent to the Wheelchair Mission in the US: American Wheelchair Mission, 2600 E. Seltice Way #A172, Post Falls, ID 83854 

and in Canada: Canadian Wheelchair Foundation, P.O. Box75038, RPO White Rock, Surrey, BC V4A 0B1.   

Vivat Jesus 

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
George T. Riddle 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001246DSQWdhv4oZjihmCnu5waf74IKvDzyIQhpHdW11Vci8qx96QT2MdrhUxpG-LuG4NqTHZLnq45QNjNfaoVoAjh_EwFwH8SpkbTGw9O1a0ape0X4Pv87938fMp6DqMDB6krmU114quUkK1JN7IsgZ6WjQ9aqy66r-jzP9ZEYxbsY0XTidtP1trZRFedmezvJOD6ya2jEsEElihmKq7Md6kOHYDKOVR6iGnns
mailto:fraternalmission@kofc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001246DSQWdhv4oZjihmCnu5waf74IKvDzyIQhpHdW11Vci8qx96QT2MRnH6gP6KQdBVvmAOLw9lVLrwhaTCW8fBU3hdLi0pxY1l7JckRd3vhGOLzk3n01BHIGMhBqFzjYYIX1DSQ00682x6yV7JQCHwg==&c=lL5X42b-YXLPSv5txo48Uj-pWwczsf6VlGqpGpa-oKsiR1ZFZRyVnQ==&ch=XPBGLzhoa8WmM
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001246DSQWdhv4oZjihmCnu5waf74IKvDzyIQhpHdW11Vci8qx96QT2MdrhUxpG-LuGps4N9htqQIuBPkvy_UKCzWGa8w7pXho3-b7zhV3szn7c-CkMNIbtlKezKPU7Seocah_fhRycIcn4YqJ7qQ8_ow==&c=lL5X42b-YXLPSv5txo48Uj-pWwczsf6VlGqpGpa-oKsiR1ZFZRyVnQ==&ch=XPBGLzhoa8WmM
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SUPREME KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

Carl A. Anderson - Supreme Knight 

March 1 is international wheelchair day. Check out this 
story about Chris Lewis — son of actor Jerry Lewis and 
a member of St. Angela Merici Council 5210. Chris 
helped to create the American Wheelchair Mission that 
has delivered nearly a million wheelchairs to people in 
need. 
 

Chris Lewis’ bio describes him as born into the world of 
show business. One of Jerry Lewis’ six sons, Chris brings 
to the world the joy one would expect from the child of a 
comedic legend. 
 

“Like most kids, I wanted to be like my dad,” Chris said. 
“But it wasn’t in doing silly stuff and falling down; it was 
helping people who couldn’t help themselves.” 
 

Helping people was a Lewis family affair: From the age of 
14, Chris worked with his dad on the annual Muscular 
Dystrophy Association Labor Day telethon. He started by 
running errands on set, but by Jerry’s last year as host in 
2010, Chris was associate producer. 
 

The telethon greatly influenced Chris’s path in the Global 
Wheelchair Mission: He today serves as the president of 
the American Wheelchair Mission, as well as a chairman 
and board member of the Canadian Wheelchair Founda-
tion. 
 

“I decided a long time ago this is what I want to do for the 
rest of my life. And I had a good teacher in watching my 
father raising money to the tune of over $2 billion for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association,” he said during a recent 
visit to Supreme Council headquarters. 
 
 
 

Today Chris’ work with the wheelchair mission impacts 
millions. Nearly 100 million people worldwide need a 
wheelchair, he said, but they can’t afford one. And since 
many cultures consider it a curse to have somebody with a 
physical disability, people with mobility limitations often 
get hidden away, unable to ever leave their homes. 
That is until the wheelchair mission volunteers come to 
town. 
 

The Knights of Columbus are among those volunteers. 
Knights have supported the wheelchair mission since 
2003. In that time, Knights have purchased and distributed 
of more than 70,000 wheelchairs around the world. 
 

This doesn’t just change the lives of the recipients. It also 
impacts families and the community — on average about 
10 lives. “That’s 700,000 people whose lives have been 
changed.” Chris said. 
 

The distribution process, he said, starts with a donation of 
$150 for a single wheelchair. Once 280 wheelchairs are 
purchased, a container is shipped from Drive Medical in 
Port Washington, N.Y., to the distribution site. 
 

When asked to share his favorite memory of wheelchair 
distribution, Chris has trouble choosing just one. But one 
he does share is that of nearly 80-year old man who told 
Chris: “I haven’t felt like I was a man because I’d been 
crawling on the ground. Now I can sit up and I can look at 
people eye to eye, and say I’m a man again.” 
 

As Chris says, “Something that we’ve discovered over the 
many years of delivering wheelchairs is that the wheel-
chair itself is not always the greatest gift.” 
 

A hug, he explains, is “one of the greatest gifts they’ve 
ever received in their lives. Because they know another 
human being cares.” 
 

And much like this father collaborated with his own Hol-
lywood “family” in his many MDA projects, Chris finds 
support from his brother Knights. 
 
“It really is a wonderful collaboration of deep rooted 
goodness,” he said. “People want to do good in the world, 
but they haven’t found a way to do it yet. We’re giving 
them the way to touch people in a way that they’ve never 
been able to do before. Doing that as a group of Knights is 
really, really amazing.” 

 

WHEELCHAIRS AND THE WORK OF GOD 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
Harold Sims, Fraternal Benefit Advisor 

                                     harold.sims@kofc.org                                        202-701-2415 

In November of 2015, the Knights of Co-

lumbus surpassed $100 billion of life in-

surance in force. 

Insurance in force is a calculation of the 

total amount of money owed to policy 

holders. Put differently, $105 billion of life 

insurance in force means that the Knights 

of Columbus has a $105 billion promise to 

members and their families.  

The Knights of Columbus manages $22 billion of assets from their 

international headquarters in New Haven, Conn. 

The Knights of Columbus manages its assets in an ethical and re-

sponsible way. The Knights does not invest in companies that deal 

in: abortions, contraception, human cloning, embryonic stem cell 

research, for-profit health care that pays for any of the aforemen-

tioned, and pornography. 

In 2015 alone, the Knights of Columbus distributed $875 million to 

members and their beneficiaries in benefits, claims, maturities, an-

nuities and dividends. 

The Knights of Columbus has more than 2 million active contracts 

in force. That means that hundreds of thousands of brother Knights 

have elected to help protect their families and their futures with the 

Knights of Columbus. 

Despite a rough economic climate, the Knights of Columbus has 

experienced 17 consecutive years of growth. 

Remarking recently on the streak, CEO and Supreme Knight Carl 

Anderson said: 

I firmly believe that our moral compass has helped guide us through 

a turbulent decade and an uncertain economy. While other compa-

nies were making ethically questionable and unnecessarily risky 

decisions, we were not. While others were looking for novel ways to 

do business and to increase profits, we were not….We stayed true to 

our principles and knew that if we did the right thing for the right 

reasons, we would get the results that we wanted — and we have. 

For 42 consecutive years, the Knights of Columbus has earned supe-

rior ratings for financial strength from A.M. Best. 

*Ranked according to assets by Best’s Statistical Study 

**Currently rated A+ (Superior) by A.M. Best 



 

10  

McNAMARA CHAPTER 

Joseph Massimini - Chapter President 

 

Bishop McNamara Chapter Of Grand Knights 

TRI-CHAPTER HONOREE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Annual Tri-Chapter Awards Dinner was held on February 17, 2019 at Sacred Heart Council, in the Bos-

well Hall in Bowie, Maryland. It was an evening of recognition and awards. Honors went to our very own Past 

Chapter President for his outstanding service and leadership to the Bishop Chapter of Grand Knights, Mary-

land State Council, Knights of Columbus and the Order. Accompanying him at the reception was his lovely 

wife Lady Etoile de Hawkins, who was the recipient of a beautiful bouquet of roses. Other honorees were 

Deacon Tony Roberts of the Baltimore Chapter and Deacon Douglas Nathan of the Elizabeth Chapter. 

You are invited to join us at our next Bishop McNamara Chapter meeting on March 20th at Saint Mary’s 

Council 1470, located at 41605 Fenwick Street, Leonardtown, Maryland 20650. Our guest speaker will be a 

representative from the Special Olympics. Meetings start promptly at 8 P.M. 

Past Chapter President Vernon Hawkins, Jr. and Lady Etoile de Hawkins 
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WALSH ASSEMBLY NEWS 

John O. Grier - Faithful Navigator 
 
 

 

Worthy Sir Knights, 
 

We are completing the third quarter of the fraternal year with the goals of achieving the Civic Award, Patriot-
ic Award and the Star Assembly Award. Award and the Star Assembly Award.  Guidelines for these awards 
can be found on the State Website.  The Walsh Assembly is in the final phases of recruiting new 4th degree 
members for the April 6 Exemplification. Our goal for the fraternal year is 19.  The Assembly added seven (7) 
new members from the October Exemplification.  Nine (9) candidates were read in at our February meeting.  
We are pushing to get an additional six (6) candidates.  

Our Renewal of Obligations was held last month with a fairly good turnout.  The Renewal was done by our 
Worthy Master Michael Thumm and District Marshall Joseph Feakes. We wish to thank them for their visit 
and the conduction of another successful Bishop Walsh Assembly Renewal of Obligation. 

The next Assembly meeting will be held on Monday, March 11th. 
Refreshments will be available at 6:30 P.M and the meeting will commence at 7 P.M. at St. 

Pius X Council 4076, Sarto Hall, 3611 Stewart Road, Forestville, MD 20747. 

Auxiliary Bishop Mario Eduardo Dorsonville-Rodriguez 
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Worthy brothers, 

As we enter the Season of Lent, a period of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving; Brother Knights 
are invited to make room for Jesus in our lives as the darkness of winter recede behind us. 
We are called to renew ourselves to charitable work as we meditate the mysteries of our Sav-
ior's life. In continuation of the Faith in Action programs, the council has had a very fruitful 
year in completing all of our scheduled service programs. In all four service areas, Faith, 

Community, Family and Life, Fletcher Council has shown why it is one of the high-performance councils in the 
state of Maryland.  
 

The final months of the fraternal year are jam-packed with programs which are in dire need of volunteers from 
brother knights to guarantee successful completion. Worthy Peter Methodius needs active volunteers for the 40 
Days of Life Campaign. Brother Cal Thompson needs assistance for all the Lenten Fish Fry events that are 
coming up. PGK Bernard Broadus request support with the bread and food pickups/deliveries from Costco 
and Panera Bread to local homeless shelters and churches. PGK Alan Davis needs the knights to step up with 
Church Activities during the Lenten season. Congratulations are in order for our worthy PGK Vern Hawkins 
for the Tri-Chapter Award bestowed upon him, as one of the Three Men of Columbianism. 
 

Finally, if you have yet to participate in any of our activities, I urge you to contact me or any of the brothers 

listed above and volunteer. With over 150 council members, I challenge all members to commit to one activity 

as we serve Christ by serving others. 
 

“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with 

great love.” - Mother Teresa 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Fidelis Ajudua, Deputy Grand Knight 

ajudua32@yahoo.com                                          301-283-1985 

March, a month of change. A month when daylight lengthens and the earth begins its renewal for spring. 
Change always takes effort, commitment and a will of spirit. When we change for Christ, we allow ourselves 
to be open to His love and in turn share that love with others.  
 

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6. During this season, the church provides us with many 
opportunities to change our hearts and souls in preparation for Christ's resurrection on Easter Sunday. The sac-
rament of Reconciliation or confession as it is commonly known provides us the opportunity to change our 
souls. "The basic requirement for a good Confession is to have the intention of returning to God like the Prodi-
gal Son and to acknowledge our sins with true sorrow before His representative, the priest." "The Light is on 
for You," offers the sacrament of Reconciliation each Wednesday night during Lent from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
at St. Joseph and in every Catholic church in the Archdiocese. Saturday confessions are also available at St. 
Joseph from 3:30 to 4:40 pm. In addition, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is available at St. Joseph every 
Tuesday evening from 6 to 6:45 pm and all day every First Friday of the month.  
 

Other Lenten services include Stations of the Cross, every Friday in Lent at 7 pm, the Feast of St. Joseph Mass, 
Tuesday, March 19, at 7 pm, 5th Sunday Rosary Prayer, sponsored by Fletcher Council, Sunday, March 31, at 
10 am and the Marian Prayer Program, also sponsored by Fletcher Council.  
 

The Marion Program will feature the " Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians" Icon which is currently 
traveling throughout all the Knights of Columbus Councils in the State of Maryland.   
 

Brothers, please resolve to spend some time during this Lenten Season to partake of the sacraments and ser-
vices offered and prepare your souls for Christ's triumphant victory or sin and death on Easter Morning. 

FAITH ACTIVITIES 
Alan M. Davis, Faith Activities Director 

adavis1960@verizon.net                              301-808-8009 
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              COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
                         Michael Younger, Grand Knight                                             

                                                            mrwhy@verizon.net                                                   301-980-6779 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2019 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY 

IS SPONSORING A CUP OF JOE EVENT 

  
 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE PACKING 450 BREAKFAST BAGS FOR THE HOMELESS. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO ASSIST WITH THIS EFFORT: 

TEAM 1 will report to the Rosemont Room at 12 noon to unpack the food 
items and set up the workstations. 

 

TEAM 2 will report to the Rosemont Room at 6:30 PM to pack the bags. 

 

A sign-up sheet for the Teams is available in the 

Welcome Room. 
 

All council members and parishioners are invited to participate.  This is a 
great way to start Lent, and a good service opportunity for parishioners 

during this season where we focus on the poor and almsgiving.                
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 COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

                                                             Cal A. Thompson, Council Activities Director 
                                                      calthompsn@msn.com                             301-249-2955 

JAMES C. FLETCHER, JR. COUNCIL 11422  -  KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 

The Fish Fry Will Be 
Fridays - March 15th & 29th 

 
Eat in or Take Out 
12 Noon to 5 P.M. 

 
Phone Orders Taken Until 2 P.M. 

 
Order Forms Can Be Obtained In The 

Welcome Room 
 

To Order Call 
 

Cal Thompson (301) 928-2157 
 

Harold Sanders (301) 390-7150 
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We Celebrated The Life Of 
Sir Knight David D. Martin, Sr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

August 15, 1937  -  February 6, 2019 

Sir Knight David D. Martin, Sr., son of Agnes Martin Jackson (who preceded him in death), 
was born on August 15, 1937 in Washington, DC. He entered eternal rest on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2019. He was the 2nd of 10 children. He was educated in the DC Public school system 
and went on to earn a Real Estate License in September 1977 and become the proud owner of 
David D. Martin Real Estate Company, where he was licensed to serve in Washington, Mary-
land and Virginia Metropolitan area. 
 

David was known to have loved nice things (clothes, jewelry, artifacts, cars), everything his 
heart desired. But David also had a love for God. He was a former member of Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church and was currently a member of St. Mary's Catholic Church, where he was a 
member of the Knights of Columbus and a founding Charter Member of the Saint Mary Coun-
cil No. 10046. He also served in other offices of the Knights of Columbus to include serving as 
the Grand Knight of Council No. 10046, Faithful Navigator of the Bishop James E. Walsh As-
sembly 1548, as the Advocate for the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council No. 11422 and as the 
Bishop Walsh Assembly Color Corps Commander, and Secretary to the Master of the 4th De-
gree.  

 

“For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, 

a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 

[II Corinthians 5:1] 

 LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

Alan M. Davis, Past Grand Knight 
                                                                 adavis1960@verizon.net                            240-838-0412 
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FAMILY  ACTIVITIES - FAMILY OF THE MONTH  

Ike Agbim, Family Activities Director 
  iagbim@gmail.com                              202-276-7796 

The Byron & Anita Tyler Family 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Byron and Anita Tyer have been members of Saint Joseph Parish since the year 2000 and 1978, that’s 18 and 
41 years respectively. 
 

They are blessed with three children: Barbara A. Watson, LaVonda Harris-Claggett (Eric), and Andreaus B. Tyer 
(Renee), and 4 grandchildren: Nissa, LaNita, Jeremiah, Palia, and Micah. 
 

Byron has been a member of Boy’s Scout of America Troops since 1991, as well as a notable musician with the 
great and award winning St Joseph Gospel Choir where he plays instruments, since 2000. Byron has held posi-
tions of Scout master and assistant scout master. He has also participated in several church programs including 
Food Deliveries, and BSA Activities. 
 

Anita has been a member of the St. Joseph Gospel Choir since 1978; a member of the Knights of St John Ladies 
Auxiliary #141 here at St Joseph since 1986 where she has held numerous positions. She joined the Sigma Gam-
ma Rho Sorority, Inc., in 1990, was a member of St Joseph Religious Education Committee from 2004-2010, 
and from 2016-2017. Anita is also a Minister of the Eucharist and has also been an active with the Boys Scout of 
America at First Baptist Church of Glenarden Troop #1657, since 2017. Anita has participated in many activities 
including: Project Give Back, Food Deliveries, CCD Teacher, Parish Picnic Committee, Youth Symposium, 
Wee Savers, and Project Cradle Care. 
 

Daughter LaVonda was a member of the St. Joseph Gospel Choir from 1996 to 2005. She joined the St. Joseph 
Ladies’ Auxiliary #141, Knights of St John International in 2002 and remains an active member to date. She is 
also a Lector and has been a member of the Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority since 2004 where she has held positions 
of Financial Secretary, Treasurer and Parliamentarian. She also has participated in Project Give Back, Youth 
Symposium, Wee Savers, and Project Cradle Care. 
 

Asked what motivates them to serve the church, Byron mentioned his love of music and using his God given tal-
ent to praise God. Anita is moved to help others in any way she can, and LaVonda cites her love for God. 
      

For the above notable qualities and services to St. Joseph Catholic Church and the Community, The James C. 
Fletcher, Jr. Council #11422 of the Knights of Columbus would like to acknowledge the Tyer Family as the Feb-
ruary, 2019 Family of the Month. Heavenly Father, guide and richly bless the Tyer Family forever and ever in 
Jesus Holy name. Amen! 
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This month three of them will take the Admission degree and become Knights. I’m so 

proud of these young men and the trail blazing example that they represent.  

 

Pictured above from, front row from left to right are: Chief Squire Isaiah Scott, Deputy 

Chief Squire Jordan Joy, Service Chair David Adelye, Spiritual Chair Jacob Bechet, Notary 

Chigemezu Uzukwu, Marshal Justin Bechet, Bursar Jonathan Awunor, Ikeehukwu Obizue.  

Back row from left to right are: Chief Councilor Michael P. Davenport, New Member 

Chukwueneka Obizue, Michael Awunor, and New Member Ikeehukwu Obizue. 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING , Jr.  SQUIRES CIRCLE 4712 

Michael P. Davenport, Chief Counselor 
  qstorm3@aol.com                           301-523-7374 

https://www.facebook.com/isaiah.scott.399826?__tn__=K%2AF&eid=ARDAi_0h3UGBIkiqBLYe2kyPY0vyEf4P4js2Rgwp-xMmP03NYRsTZACcnp3bKN9fr1khRpUDkPeDXh4L&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBCZASI4eg5tR_JfeZZCnkJsTsO_5lL0vTxMYJIv51g0J5DDpoUPLw4xtxlKGgNFImLpWqCG6T4zvjDIFRgGAsUKA_el57Qpe
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"All the evils of the world are due to lukewarm Catholics," said 
Pope St. Pius V.  While the events of the past several weeks 
demonstrate the truth of this statement, it may be more accurate 
to say they are due to apostatizing Catholics, that is, to those 
who abandon, reject or stray from the tenets of their faith. 

With actions in several states to legalize late-term abortion, the 
Born Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act was recently in-
troduced in the U.S. Congress.  The bill would not restrict a 
woman’s ability to have an abortion nor affect any health care 
she may require.  Rather, it states that if a child is born alive 
following an abortion – and is now an independent human be-
ing outside of its mother’s womb -- that it be given the same 
degree of medical care to preserve its life and health as would 
be given to any other newborn. 

The bill faced severe opposition.  First, Patty Murray, a Catho-
lic, blocked a vote in the Senate.  Then, under the leadership of 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a Catholic, a vote on the measure was 
blocked seven times in the House of Representatives.  When a 
vote finally was taken in the Senate on February 25 to break a 
filibuster, it was defeated with 10 Catholics voting against the 
bill. 

One of those Catholics was Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia, who 
was quickly criticized by Bishop Barry C. Knestout of the Dio-
cese of Richmond and Arlington Bishop Michael F. Burbidge.  
They said that the outcome was “appalling and beyond compre-
hension,” and that they were “outraged” that the state’s two 
senators “voted against this critical lifesaving legislation.” 

These are not the only high-profile political office holders who 
profess to be Catholic, while opposing the Church’s teachings.  
They are only the latest ones who have taken prominent action. 

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, a professed Catholic, 
recently signed The Reproductive Health Act into law, which 
allows abortions to be performed throughout a woman’s entire 
pregnancy, permits non-physicians to perform them, and re-
moves all criminal penalties for the procedure.  In a display of 
arrogance, Cuomo signed the act on January 22, the anniversary 
of the enactment of Roe v. Wade, and celebrated by having the 
World Trade Center bathed in pink lights. 

Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo, who identifies as Catholic, 
is supporting an abortion bill similar to that of New York, 
which recently was introduced into the state’s House of Dele-
gates. 

In Maryland, where abortion is already legal throughout a wom-
an’s pregnancy, the speaker of the state’s House of Delegates, 
Michael Busch, introduced a bill to enshrine abortion as a wom-
an’s right in the state constitution, which would preclude any 
laws to restrict abortion from being passed in the future.  Busch 
is a cradle Catholic who left the faith a few years ago.  With 
strong public opposition, Busch withdrew the bill on February 
23, but said he would reintroduce it next year when the reaction 
to the New York law diminishes. 

 

 

In Virginia, Delegate Kathy Tran, a proclaimed Catholic, intro-
duced a bill to allow abortion, even, she said, when a woman is 
in labor and about to give birth.  The state governor, a non-
Catholic and pediatric neurologist, commenting on the bill, said 
that if a “severely deformed or otherwise non-viable” child was 
delivered “a discussion would ensue between the physicians 
and the mother” to consider possible termination options.  
Hence, even infanticide would be allowed as a medical option 
under a bill proposed by a Catholic. 

But this is no less draconian than a child who survives a failed 
abortion, is not given medical care and allowed to die.  Abor-
tion is a violent and brutal act, conducted by people who are 
willing to kill children, not only in the womb, but increasingly 
after being delivered alive. 

Pope Francis recently said, “Last century, the whole world was 
scandalized by what the Nazis did to purify the race.  Today, we 
do the same thing but with white gloves.”  How has humanity 
become so degraded that children in the womb are routinely 
killed and treated as disposable?  How can physicians who have 
taken the Hippocratic Oath to do no harm ignore the cries of a 
newborn infant who needs their attention?  How have mothers 
gotten to the point where the quality of their lives is more im-
portant than life itself for their children? 

Nancy Pelosi typifies the attitude of too many Catholic politi-
cians.  In an interview a few years ago, she stated: “I grant the 
Church where they are on abortion.  That’s where they are, 
that’s where they have to be.  But my faith isn’t about what 
their position is.” 

Sen. Tim Kaine expressed a similar view, stating: “I’ve taken a 
position which is quite common among Catholics.  I’ve got a 
personal feeling about abortion, but the right role for govern-
ment is to let women make their own decisions.”  This attitude 
of misguided toleration that too many Catholic politicians ex-
press is embraced because it imposes no obligation on them to 
publicly live the faith, and does not interfere with their drive for 
political success. 

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson recently wrote, “I do not see 
how it is possible to build a culture of life in America as long as 
our elected officials harden their hearts to the cries of unborn 
children.”  The way forward is clear. 

Pope Francis in his exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate, stated, 
“Our defense of the innocent unborn needs to be clear, firm and 
passionate, for at stake is the dignity of a human life, which is 
always sacred.” 

Responding to that call, Carl Anderson declared: “You will not 
see a reed bending here…On this issue [of life] we will not 
yield.  We will never give in.  The Knights of Columbus will 
never abandon the field.”  Neither should any faithful Catholic. 

 

Reflections 
Lawrence P. Grayson 

 

If Catholics Were Faithful 
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Mary was discussing the various aspects and possible outcome of 
an insurance policy with the clerk at the insurance agency. During 
the discussion, she asked, "Suppose I take the life insurance for 
my husband today for a million dollars, and tomorrow he dies? 
What will I get?" 
 

The clerk eyed her suspiciously and replied, "Probably a life sen-
tence." 

* * * 

An insurance agent was teaching his wife to drive when the 
brakes suddenly failed on a steep, downhill grade. 
 

"I can't stop!" she shrilled. "What should I do?" 
 

"Brace yourself," advised her husband, "and try to hit something 
cheap." 

* * * 

A motorist, driving by a Texas ranch, hit and killed a calf that 
was crossing the road. The driver went to the owner of the calf 
and explained what had happened. He then asked what the animal 
was worth. 
 

"Oh, about $200 today," said the rancher. "But in six years it 
would have been worth $900. So $900 is what I'm out." 
 

The motorist sat down and wrote out a check and handed it to the 
farmer. 
 

"Here," he said, "is the check for $900. It's postdated six years 
from now." 

* * * 

occasion. They arrived at the new business site and the owner 
read the card, "Rest in Peace." The owner was angry and called 
the florist to complain. 
 

After he had told the florist of the obvious mistake and how angry 
he was, the florist replied, "Sir, I'm really sorry for the mistake, 
but rather than getting angry you should imagine this. Somewhere 
there is a funeral taking place today, and they have flowers with a 
note saying, 'Congratulations on your new location!'" 
 

* * * 

Recently one Congressman from a Bible Belt congressional dis-
trict was asked about his attitude toward whiskey. 
 

The politician responded, "If you mean the demon drink that poi-
sons the mind, pollutes the body, desecrates family life, and in-
flames sinners, then I'm against it." 
 

He continued, "But if you mean the elixir of Christmas cheer, the 
shield against winter chill, the taxable potion that puts needed 
funds into public coffers to comfort little crippled children, then 
I'm for it. This is my position and I will not compromise." 
 

* * * 

Judge: “Why did you steal the car?”  
Man: “I had to get to work.”  

Judge: “Why didn’t you take the bus?” 
Man: I don’t have a driver’s license for the bus. 

 

* * * 

My girlfriend told me women are better at multitasking than men. 
So I told her to sit down and shut up. Guess what? 

 

She couldn't do either! 

Our Lady of Banneux’ is the sobriquet 

given to the apparition of the Virgin 

Mary to Mariette Beco, an adolescent 

girl living in Banneux, province of 

Liege (Belgium). Between January 

15th and March 2nd, 1933, Mile Beco 

told her family and parish priest of 

seeing a Lady in white who declared 

herself to be the ‘Virgin of the Poor’, 

saying I come to relieve suffering and 

believe in me and I will believe in you. 

In one of these visions, Mariette said the Lady asked her to 

drink from a small spring, telling her the spring was for heal-

ing and ”for all nations”. Over time the site drew pilgrims. 

Today, the small spring yields about 2,000 gallons of water a 

day with many reports of miraculous healings. 

        Her claims were subject to an official investigation from 

1935 to 1937 by an episcopal commission. The evidence col-

lected was submitted to Rome for further analysis. In May 

1942 Bishop Kerkhofs of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Liege (Belgium) gave a first recognition of the authenticity of 

the facts. Then, in 1947, approval for the apparitions came 

from the Holy See. It was declared definite in 1949. 

        After the apparitions, Beco decided to remain a private 

person, married and had a quiet family life. A small chapel 

stands where the Virgin of the Poor requested it to be built. 

        Mariette Beco died on December 2, 2011 at the age of 90. 

In 2008 she made a final statement about her role in the appa-

ritions. “I was no more than a postman who delivers the mail. 

Once this has been done, the postman is of no importance any 

more”. 

Marian Title for March 

Our Lady of the 
 Poor (Banneux) 
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Maryland State Council Officers 
 

State Deputy                                           Dale  W. Trott 

McNamara Chapter President               Joseph Massimini. 

District Deputy                                       George T. Riddle 

District Warden                                      Terry Reinhart 

 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Officers 
 

Chaplain                                                  Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

Associate Chaplain                                 Rev. Robert P. Boxie, III 

Assistant to the Chaplain                       Deacon Steven Nash 

Grand Knight.                                        Michael E. Younger 

Deputy Grand knight                             Fidelis K. Ajudua 

Chancellor.                                            Harold Countee 

Warden.                                                 John Bechet 

Financial Secretary                                John O. Grier 

Recorder.                                               Gerry Anderson 

Treasurer                                                Harold F. Sanders, Jr. 

Lecturer.                                                Calvin A. Thompson 

Advocate                                               Vacant 

Trustee 3 year                                         Bernard Broadus 

Trustee 2 year.                                       Alan Davis 

Trustee 1 year.                                       Ikechukwu R. Agbim 

Inside Guard.                                        Charles N. Okpah 

Outside Guard.                                      Gilbert Neblett 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SURVEY TIME 
 

The objective of the Fletcher Council’s Newsletter is to keep our 
council members informed of recent and planned Council/Order 

activities and at time to put a smile on your face. 
Has it met these goals? 

What say you? 
 

What changes would you recommend? 
What say you? 

 

Do you recommend that the council continues this form 
of communications, the Newsletter? 

What say you? 
 

Email Your Survey Comments To 
Grand Knight 
Mike Younger 

mrwhy@verizon.net & vhawkinsjr@aol.com 

 

***MARCH- 2019** 
 

  02      Alfred M. Sibedwo 

  06      Errol Sanderson 

  08       Cal A. Thompson 

  11      Paschal I. Ejiogu 

  17      Christopher Chimezie 

  21      Dennis Clifton 

  23      Kene J. Emelife   

  23      Michael T. Scott 

  28      Paul Mensah Kane 

  29      Steven S. Kueberuwa 

  30      Chiedozie Ojimba 

 

“The Joy 

Of A  

Birthday” 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
**MARCH** 

02         Fletcher Council Mardi Gras 
04      Maryland March For Life, Annapolis, MD 
05      Shrove Tuesday 
06        Ash Wednesday 
07         Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM  
10      Daylight Saving Time Begins 
11       Bishop Walsh Assembly Meeting, 7 P.M. 
13       Cup of Joe Breakfast Packaging 6:30 P.M. 
15-17 State Council “Spring” Meeting, Kent Narrows, MD 
17        St. Patrick’s Day 
20      First Day of spring 
20      McNamara Chapter Meeting, St. Mary’s Council 1470 
          41605 Fenwick St., Leonardtown, MD 20650 
21        Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM  
31      Founders Day Mass & Reception, Mt. Calvary Church 
           District Heights, MD 


